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The International Road Transport Union 
(IRU) offers a free of charge comprehensive 
introduction of the TIR system to interested 
parties. TIR stands for Transports 
Internationaux Routiers (International Road 
Transport) and is an international 
harmonized system of Customs control that 
facilitates trade and transport whilst 
effectively protecting the revenue of each 
country through which goods are carried. For 
the simple guide to the TIR System, click 
here. 
In collaboration with the CIP and the TAG on 
Logistics, Innovation and Competitiveness, 
chaired by Mexico, the IRU contracted a 
study on the economic and competitive gains 
from the adoption of best practices in 
intermodal maritime and road transport in the 
Americas. The study, which has been 
conducted by Oxford Economics and will be 
published shortly, points out that the 
implementation of intermodal maritime and 
road transport systems could boost exports 
in Argentina, Brazil and Mexico from $ 1 to 
$ 5 billion per year.  
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American 
Association of Port 
Authorities (AAPA) 

New Associate Member. The CIP welcomes the American 
Association of Port Authorities (AAPA) as a new Associate 
Member. Founded in 1912, the AAPA is a trade association 
that represents more than 130 public port authorities in the 
United States, Canada, the Caribbean and Latin America. 
Association members include more than 300 sustaining and 
associate members — firms and individuals with an interest in 
the seaports of the Western Hemisphere. The AAPA is 
dedicated to serving deep draft public ports by enhancing port 
management professionalism, and advocating issues critical to 
public seaports. The AAPA and its members are committed to 
keeping seaports navigable, secure and sustainable. The CIP 
and AAPA in addition hold a Memorandum of Understanding 
and join efforts in key matters such as sustainable port 
development, capacity building, port security and safety, and 
environmental quality issues among others.  
For more information on the AAPA, click here.  

 

On November 9-13, 2014, the Port of 
Houston will host the 103

rd
 AAPA Annual 

Convention. The 4-day long Annual 
Convention is AAPA's largest membership 
meeting of the year. It includes technical and 
policy committee meetings, business 
sessions and social networking opportunities 
for port professionals and others in the 
marine transportation industry. For detailed 
information on the event, the draft business 
agenda, and registration, click here.   

Cruise Line International 
Association (CLIA)  

New data released by the Cruise Lines International Association 
(CLIA) show that the North American cruise industry continued to 
expand in 2013. On a global basis, over the ten years from 2003 to 
2013, demand for cruising worldwide has increased 77%. For more 

information click here!  
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